
Eretz Yisrael Throughout the Year

Lesson 3

The Two Trees

In this lesson we will read two stories that have to do with trees.

Your aims for this lesson are to:

 · Meet Theodor Herzl and read the story “Herzl and the Cypress 
Tree”

 · Meet Choni and read the story “Choni and the Carob Tree” 

 · Compare and contrast the two stories

 · Understand why each of these two important people planted 
their trees

Part 1 
Herzl’s Cypress Tree

I am Theodor Herzl. Many of you may have 
heard of me. Can any of you tell the class 
what I am famous for? In this lesson, you 
will learn about a tree I planted. This tree 
symbolized something very important. As 
you read, try to understand what the tree 
in my story symbolizes.

Before you read this story, here are some facts that 
you might like to know about me.
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Identification Card

English Name: Theodor Herzl

Hebrew Name: Binyamin Ze’ev Herzl

Date of Birth: May 2, 1860

Place of Birth: Hungary

Famous For: Worked towards creating a Jewish State

Famous Quote: “If you will it, it is no dream”

Activity 1

Read the Story “Herzl’s Cypress”

Based on a story by an Israeli writer, Eliezer Shmueli

It was the year 1898, and Wilhelm the Second, the 
Kaiser of Germany, came to visit Eretz Yisrael. The Turks 
ruled the land at that time. 

The order was sent from Turkey to straighten out the 
roads and to build bridges for this great and honored 
guest.

During this time, another guest came to Eretz Yisrael. 
No important people came out to greet him and there 
were no trumpets heard in his honor. His name was 
Dr. Binyamin Ze’ev Herzl. Herzl came to the land with a heavy heart. 
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This was not the first time he had spoken with the Kaiser about his 
“Zionist Dream.” The German Kaiser would not pay attention to 
this dreamer, who dreamed of a “State for the Jews.” The Turkish 
Sultan, who had the power to create such a state, just laughed at 
him. However, Herzl knew that the German Kaiser could change the 
Sultan’s mind.

“This is a perfect moment,” said Herzl. “There, in Eretz Yisrael, I will 
again try to show the Kaiser the importance of the Zionist Dream.” 
And so, Herzl traveled to Eretz Yisrael.

Thousands of people, both Jews and Arabs, came to see the Kaiser 
as he rode to Jerusalem. 

Suddenly voices could be heard, “Hurrah! Long live the Kaiser!”

The Kaiser appeared riding on a beautiful horse at the head of a 
large number of army and royal officers. Silence spread across the 
crowd. Only the galloping of the horses could be 
heard in the midst of the silence.

Suddenly the Kaiser turned and put out his hand to 
one of the people. Everyone stood on their toes to 
see which man had merited such an honor. It was 
Herzl.

“Good morning, Doctor,” said the Kaiser.

“Good morning, Your Majesty,” said Herzl. “Have you 
found the land of our dreams beautiful in your eyes, 
Your Majesty?”

“It is hard for me to dream here, Doctor,” answered 
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the Kaiser as he wiped the sweat from his face. “This heat doesn’t 
allow anyone to dream!”

“The land is deserted. There are no trees,” said Herzl. “There is no 
shade here.” 

“One must plant many trees and forests here,” said the Kaiser.

Herzl answered, “We don’t have permission to plant, this land is not 
ours.”

The Kaiser responded, “The land will belong to those who plant 
trees in this emptiness and bring shade to this area.” The Kaiser 
turned his horse around and left.

Silence passed over the Jews. What did the Kaiser say? Did he give 
Herzl hope? 

Herzl excitedly stood up. The eyes of the dreamer looked out to the 
distance and his lips repeated the words of the Kaiser, “The land will 
belong to those who plant trees in this emptiness and bring shade 
to this area.”

Herzl continued on his way to Jerusalem and passed through the 
Judean land. The land was so bare! It had mountains covered with 
rocks and sand and the sun was beating down. After hours of 
travelling on the hard rocky road, Herzl suddenly saw a green island 
among the sea of emptiness. This was Motza, the only Jewish village 
in all of the Judean Mountains. Motza was green, covered with olive, 
fig, apricot trees and grape vines. Jewish farmers, dark from the sun 
and from working outside, greeted Herzl with open arms. 

“Here I will rest in the shade,” said Herzl, “and here I too will plant a 
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tree.” That evening, as the sun started to set over the hilltops, Herzl 
went with his friends to the top of the hill and planted a cypress 
tree. 

The cypress tree started to grow and with it, the hope 
of Israel to see a state. For six years, the cypress was 
a symbol of hope for all the Jews who sat in its shade 
on the way to Jerusalem. 

Suddenly, sad news came: Herzl had died at the 
young age of 44. 

All of Israel cried for their beloved leader. On the 20th 
of Tammuz every year, children would go up to Motza 
and plant trees next to Herzl’s cypress tree to honor 
and continue his dream.

After some time, the First World War began. This was a hard time 
for the Jews in Eretz Yisrael. It was a time of illness and famine. 
The Turks made it very hard for the Jews. Yet still, the Jews did not 
give up. Herzl’s cypress tree continued to grow and Herzl’s dream 
continued to strengthen the Jewish people’s hope. 

On the 20th of Tammuz in the year 1917, the third year of the war, 
the children went up to honor Herzl’s memory at his cypress tree 
and they saw that the tree was no longer there! The Turks had cut 
it down. The children looked around the ground and gathered 
the cypress cones that were left from Herzl’s tree. They placed the 
cones in their pockets, and in the dark of the night, they returned 
and planted the cones. 

A year later, the war ended and the sun of hope shone again on 
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the Judean Mountains and the Galilee. The seeds of Herzl’s cypress 
were sent to every corner of the land, and they were planted on the 
hills and in the valleys, in the Galilee and in Judah. 

The Jews understood: “The land will be in the hands of those who 
plant trees in this emptiness and bring shade to this area.” Even 
though the Turks were able to cut down the tree, they could not 
destroy Herzl’s dream.

Activity 2

Questions for Discussion

Why was Herzl nervous about coming to meet with the Kaiser?

What did he want from the Kaiser?

Herzl was called a “dreamer.” What was his dream?

What was the important message that the Kaiser told Herzl? 

Herzl planted a cypress tree for the future of Israel. Herzl did not live 
to see the fruits of this tree. Was there any point in planting his tree?

What tradition began after Herzl planted his tree? Why do you think 
this tradition continued?

Why do you think the children took the seeds from Herzl’s tree and 
planted them all over the country?
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Activity 3

Our Hopes and Dreams

In this story Herzl dreamed of a “State for all Jews.” The tree in this 
story represented the hope that his dream would one day come 
true.

Everybody has hopes and dreams, big or small. Write or draw a 
picture of your dream.

Part 2 
Choni and the Carob Tree

You are about to read another story about someone who planted 
a tree. Just like Herzl, this man also planted a tree for an important 
reason. As you read this story, think about why he planted the tree. 
Once you have finished, compare it to the story of Herzl’s tree.

Activity 4

Read the story “Choni and the Carob Tree”

From the Babylonian Talmud - Ta’anit 23a

One day Choni was walking along the road 
and saw an old man planting a carob tree. 
Choni asked him, “How long will it take for 
this tree to give fruit?” The man replied, 
“Seventy years.”
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Choni asked him, “Are you sure that you will live another seventy 
years to see this tree give fruit?” 

The man replied, “This world had plenty of carob trees when I was 
born, because my parents and grandparents planted them for me. 
So too, I am planting this tree for my children.”

Choni then sat down and fell asleep. As 
he slept, a small cave formed around him, 
which hid him from sight. He continued to 
sleep for seventy years. When he awoke, he 
saw a man gathering the fruit of the carob 
tree and Choni asked him, “Are you the 
man who planted this tree?”

The man answered, “No, I am his grandson.” 

Activity 5 

Questions for Discussion

When Choni found an old man planting a tree, he asked the man 
how long it would take for the tree to bear fruit. Why did Choni ask 
this question? 

Explain why the old man was planting his carob tree.

Let’s compare these two stories:

How are the old man and Herzl similar?

In both these stories the tree represents hope. What does Herzl 
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hope for with his tree? What does the old man in the second story 
hope for with his tree? 

Summary

In this lesson we learned about Theodor Herzl, the dreamer of 
the Jewish State. We learned that he planted a cypress tree. It 
represented the hope for a future Jewish State. Herzl planted not 
just for himself but for many generations to come.

In our second story we saw that the old man was planting his tree 
for future generations. His tree also showed an important message 
of continuation and hope.

In the next lesson, we will read about a small bush that learns a big 
lesson. 
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