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 Zochraynu: We Remember 

Like 'December 7th' and 'the day President Kennedy was assassinated,' September 11th 
has taken its place in American history as a date that will forever contain chapters of 
personal and American history for all who remember it. 

The challenge of the Jewish school is to mark the secular date in the Jewish idiom, 
always emphasizing Jewish communal values while honoring the memory of all who 
were lost. 

This educational unit - Zochraynu: We Remember - contains the following components, 
which apply traditional Jewish mourning traditions to a contemporary American event: 

Tzedakah 

Giving tzedakah in the name of those lost helps to honor their memory, as well as aids 
those whose losses are incalculable. 

The Kaddish 

At a time of sadness the recitation of the Kaddish is intended to praise God's name. How 
can we praise God after the death of thousands of innocents? How can we understand 
God's role in the world after September 11? 

Creation of Monuments and Memorials 

The monument is a physical reminder of the deceased. Memorials can be physical actions 
we take in their memory. 

Memorial Lights 

Yahrzeit candles burn for 24 hours of remembrance. The metaphor of bringing light into 
the world helps honor those lost with acts of caring and kindness. 

Tzedakah 
Jews traditionally give tzedakah in memory of the deceased. The events of September 11 
left numerous of families without their primary wage earner, thousands of children 



without a parent, families of illegals or minimum wage workers without a fiscal safety 
net. 

Raising Funds for Donation: Brainstorm ways for your class (grade, school, 
congregation) to raise funds for donation. 

1) Sale of items 

A used book sale 
Bake Sale 
Sunday morning bagel sales 

2) Sale of services: proceeds go to tzedakah 

Car wash 
Leaf clean up 
Baby-sitting co-op 
Servers for a party or congregational event  
Tutoring 

3) Purchase for resale 

A parent-student group might assume responsibility for bulk purchase of snack 
items to be sold prior to school sessions. 

4) Organize a Gemach 

A gemach (from the words gemilut chasadim) involves renting an item, often for 
a special event, for which the rental fee is donated to tzedakah. Community 
gemachs might offer a small tent for a family event, a crib for a visiting relative, 
flower-girl dresses, etc. 

Organizing a gemach first requires identifying an item (or items) that might be 
needed in your community and a source for that item. 

Perhaps your synagogue has extra folding chairs, tables or coffee urns that could 
be rented for congregants' special events. A class or grade could provide the 
administration of the gemach in conjunction with adult members of the 
congregation's Social Action or Tzedakah Committees. 

5) Sharing our bounty 

Can your congregation survive with fewer cookies at the Oneg Shabbat? Can your 
school survive the year without purchasing pencils or latkes for a school party? 
Can students look around your building and find an item that you needn't 
purchase this year so that the saved money can be donated to tzedakah? 



Students might identify such an item and report to your Temple Board, suggesting 
that the adult community make a similar choice. 

6) Fund raising the old fashioned way! 

Ask for 'pledges' from students to be paid over the school year. 

Have students calculate a reasonable pledge that each could make during the 
upcoming school year taking into account a percentage of personal celebration 
gifts (birthday, Hanukkah, anytime grandparents visit, etc.). 

Some thoughts to ponder: 

• Should donations be made only to collections related to September 11th or should 
they be made to other organizations that are suffering in the aftermath of 
September 11th? 
The generosity shown to victims and survivors of September 11th has 'hurt' other 
organizations in the past year. How should we decide where to give? 

• If donations are made to organizations created as a result of September 11th, how 
should we determine the recipient group(s)? 

• Should donations be made to public groups like the Fire Department or should 
they be made to strictly charitable organizations? 

• Should donations be made to organizations that provide direct services to 
survivors' families, such as camps and programs for bereaved children? 

• Should we seek out organizations that support people whose needs might be less 
well attended to, such as illegal immigrants or low-paid food service workers? 

• Should donations be made through a Jewish organization? 
• Why might Jews wish to make donations to interfaith recipients through Jewish 

organizations? 

Some Organizations you might choose to support: 

Ask students to find out if the employers of parents, friends or relatives are offering 
'matching funds' for Sept. 11 donations 

AFL-CIO Union Community Fund 

Union Community Fund 
815 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Hotel Employees & Restaurant Employees 

HEREIU 
1219 28th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20007 



For Primary Source Materials and More Tzedakah-Teaching Ideas: 

Bush, Lawrence and Jeffrey Dekro. Jews, Money & Social Responsability, The Shefa 
Fund, Philadelphia, PA., 1993. 

Grishaver, Joel Lurie and Beth Huppin. Tzedakah, Gemilut Chasadim and Ahavah. 
Alternatives in Religious Education, Inc., Denver, CO. 1983. 

Rabinovich, Jan. The Tzedakah Workbook. Torah Aura Productions. Los Angeles, CA. 
1986. 

Siegel, Danny. Gym Shoes and Irises. Town House Press. Pittsboro, NC. 1987. 

Taub, Shimon. The Laws of Tzedakah and Maaser. Mesorah Publications, Ltd. Brooklyn, 
NY. 2001 

The Kaddish 
Recitation of the Mourner's Kaddish is the quintessential Jewish act of remembrance. It is 
an affirmation of the greatness of God and a plea for the coming of God's kingdom. 

For further material on the forms and history of the Kaddish, its textual sources and 
readings that are appropriate for the remembrance portion of the worship service see: 

Fields, Harvey J. B'chol L'vavcha. UAHC Press. NY, NY. 2001.  
Garfiel, Evelyn. Service of the Heart. Jason Aronson. Northvale, NJ. 1989. 
Maslin, Simeon. Gates of Mitzvah. CCAR Press. NY, NY. 1979. 

Studying the Kaddish 

For prayer to be an act of reverence, it cannot be an act of memory alone. 

Our prayers are expressions of who we are and who we aspire to be. Studying the 
Kaddish as a prelude to a memorial service in honor of those lost on September 11 helps 
to focus students' attention on the words and values of the prayer. 

First: Provide each student with a prayer book or copy of the Kaddish. Read the English 
slowly and carefully, being certain that students understand the vocabulary. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• What is the Kaddish prayer really about? 
Praise of God. 

• What does it say about God? 
God's greatness should be praised.  
The world is a result of God's desire.  



God's goodness is beyond our ability to praise.  
God is the maker of peace. 

• What does it say about people? 
We praise God's name. 
We pray for the coming of God's kingdom in our lifetime. 
We pray for peace for the people of Israel and all humanity. 

• What does the Kaddish say about death or the deceased person(s)? 
Nothing! 
Why might this be the case?  
Some possibilities include: 

• When we are in mourning we need to remember that God is present 
and with us. 

• When we are in mourning we need to be reminded to focus our 
energies forward. 

• The prayer reminds us that we are not alone; we are part of a people. 

• Are the statements expressed in the Kaddish exclusive to Jews?  
No. While the Kaddish is a Jewish prayer, it includes mention of the welfare of all 
of humanity. 

• How can we praise God's name after Sept. 11 (or the Holocaust? or any national 
or personal tragedy?) 

The question of God's role in human tragedy is certain to come up.  
There is no answer, just responses that allow us to live in our world in the presence of the 
divine.Some responses are: 

• God allows people free choice. Our choices, and the choices of all of humanity, 
determine the world we create. 

• God is not all-powerful and cries along with us in the face of tragedy. 
• We cannot understand God's role in the world. Only God knows the divine plan. 
• God exists when we help one another. Therefore God was in the hands of every 

relief worker, every child who raised money selling lemonade, everyone who 
watched television and wiped their tears. 

Method: 

The above responses might be offered in a '4-corner exercise,' allowing each student to 
select the choice that best approximates his understanding of the presence of God in the 
face of evil (theodicy). Students then discuss their viewpoint and present a statement of it 
to the other groups. 

Students might be allowed to change their groups once presentations are made, but the 
goal of the presentations is not for 'conversion'. 



Allow for a group called 'other' so that students with other opinions can express them 
within the context of the exercise. 
 
Praying the Kaddish 

Our students' familiarity with the Kaddish challenges the worship leader to introduce 
ways of focusing student attention and thoughtfulness, rather than merely conducting a 
rote recitation. 

Some suggestions: 

Have students write or select brief introductions to the Kaddish section of the service that 
complement its meaning.  
Interweave the Aramaic reading of the Kaddish with English the translation.  
Have students write a 'translation' of the English in familiar words. (You might not want 
to use this as part of a worship service but it is a valuable exercise in deepening student 
understanding.)  
Have students research the history of the Kaddish as a way of appreciating the functions 
that it serves and its relationship to death and mourning. 

Monuments and Memorials 
Monuments and memorials are expressions of honor for those who are gone created by 
those who remember. 

A creative project can provide an artistic expression of students' feelings and an 
opportunity for a group of student to leave a permanent memorial. 

Remember the students, who by their own description 'can't draw'! Art projects can 
present a major trauma. However, these same students might do the lay-out math that the 
project requires, create the succinct banner headline that some artist will letter on, fill in 
the bubble letters created by a budding calligrapher, etc. The important part is 
remembering that we each bring our own intelligence to the project. 

Monuments 

Banners 

• A fabric background results in a durable 'product.' Pre-hemmed fabric, bordered 
with grommets, is available from school and art supply companies. 

• Check markers and paints for their compatibility with your fabric selection. 
• The mural might provide an appropriate backdrop for your congregational 

sukkah. The theme of sukkat shalom, shelter of peace, would link Sept. 11 and the 
festival in an appropriate Jewish manner. 

Tiles 



• Tiles can be permanently mounted on a wooden background. (Call on older 
students, parent and empty-nester volunteers for wood working skills.) 

• Tiles can be individual mosaic-size or a foot-square, contributed by a group or 
class. 

• Check paints or markers for permanence and potential toxicity. 

Quilt 

• Students might decorate small squares individually or larger ones as groups. 
• A volunteer can do assembly on-site as squares are completed to enhance the 

excitement of the project. 
• The finished quilt would make an excellent sukkah decoration or wall. 

Stepping Stones 

• A permanent ground-level monument can be created using an installation of 
concrete or plaster inscribed by students. (Consult a local hardware or craft store 
for suitable weather-proof materials.) 

• The material is poured into shallow containers, inscribed and allowed to dry. 
• They are then removed from the containers (tin-foil pans are good for this 

purpose) and installed in a walkway or garden. 

Source of graphics 

For appropriate graphics to use in a variety of projects 
see http://www.freeusgraphics.com 

"Living" Memorials 

Students might consider creating or participating in an on-going project as a living ' 
monument' in honor of those who were lost. 

Any project constructed around the Jewish value of P'kuach nefesh, SAVING A LIFE, 
would seem appropriate and important. 
Project ideas: 

• Taking CPR or water safety classes 
• Teaching others about www.thehungersite.com and www.thebreastcancersite.com 
• Creating and distributing stickers to be hung on computers as reminders to do 'e-

mitzvahs' 
• Distributing materials from the Cancer Society or Heart Association or local 

health-related organization 
• Older female students can learn to do breast self-examination and teach their 

mothers 
• Organizing a congregation-wide food drive 



• Creating a 'mitzvah garden' on the grounds of the congregation, the yield being 
donated to a local soup kitchen or group home. 

• Organize a fund drive for library materials that focus on understanding 
• Bring a conflict resolution program to the school 

Memorial Lights 
Lighting Yahrzeit candles in a central location can create a focus of any organized ritual 
by providing an appropriately poignant opening or conclusion. 

A candle (or candles) might be lit for groups of victims (i.e., those in each tower, those 
on each aircraft, those in the Pentagon) or in memory of specific individuals lost in a 
particular community or company. 

Each class or grade might light a candle as they announce a project they are undertaking 
to heal our world. This would provide a fitting conclusion to a school-wide ritual, as it 
brings physical light and metaphorical light together. 
 
Remembering an Individual 

Holocaust research and education have shown us that no one can grasp the concept of 
overwhelming human loss. We can, however, understand the loss of a single person and 
what that person's loss means in very concrete terms. 

The New York Times has printed "Portraits of Grief," a short biography of every person 
whose death on September 11 has been confirmed (and whose families have granted 
permission.) You might consult http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/portraits and 
have students learn about the lives of selected individuals. The names of these individuals 
might be listed before reciting the kaddish, on a monument, or to honor with a memorial 
or donation to tzedakah. 

  

 

  


