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9. Rabbi_Dr. Norman Lamm _(1927-),
Supplement for the Days of Remembrance and
Thanksgiving (NY: The Jewish Center, 1973), p. 6
There are two forms of the Prayer for the State of Israel
currently in use. | have chosen the shorter one not only
for reasons of brevity, but also because it is less
ideologically demanding; it makes no assumptions about
the Messianic nature of the State. Thus, even those who
are hesitant about committing themselves to clear
knowledge of our position in God’s redemptive process
can join in thanksgiving for His benevolence in
reestablishing our national dignity.

10. Rabbi_Bernard M. Caspar, “Reishit
Zemichat Ge’ulateinu,” in Tradition and Transition:
Essays Presented to Chief Rabbi Sir Immanuel Jakobovits
(1986). http://www.wzo.org.il/en/resources/view.asp?id=1431
[S]ome see in this omission a “reservation of judgment
on whether the present State of Israel is in fact the
embryonic nucleus out of which the ultimate
Redemption is bound to develop with all its universal
ramifications of the Messianic era.” On the other hand
the first version has been seen as a recognition that the
Jewish State is indeed “the fulfillment of our hopes and
prayers” and “the incipient phase in the process of the
promised redemption” (Chief Rabbi_Sir _Immanuel
Jakobovits, “The National Idea — Differing Religious
Attitudes,” in L’Eylah, Spring 5737).

Whether the deduction in both cases is not reading into
the text more than was intended by either of the
distinguished authors is questionable. . . . Whether, in
formulating his prayer for the State of Israel, at the time
of its founding in 1948, the then British Chief Rabbi Sir
Israel Brodie deliberately, and as a matter of religious
policy and teaching, avoided the use of the words
“Reshit  Zemichat Geulatenu” seems extremely
questionable. Most of his other published writings give a
clear indication of his deep-seated belief that
contemporary events were indeed a sign of Messianic
beckoning and urging. Nowhere do we find evidence of
his having “reserved judgment,” so to speak, on the
redemptive implications of modern Israel and its impact
on the Jewish People. Moreover the Brodie version was
uninfluenced by later events like the Six Day War and
the liberation and reunification of Jerusalem. The
probability is that he drew up the text of his Prayer
independently of his renowned contemporary, the late
Chief Rabbi Herzog, and without consultation with him.
Had Sir Israel known of it in time, he might well have
incorporated the phrase “Reshit Zemichat Geulatenu,” or
something like it, in his own version also.

11. Rabbi Yehuda Amital (1924-), “What is the
Meaning of ‘Reshit Tsemihat Ge’ullatenu’?” (sicha on
Yom ha-Atsma’ut 5765), Tradition 39:3 (Fall 2006), pp.
7-14. http://www.vbm-torah.org/yyerush/yeru65-rya.htm
When R. Herzog spoke of the beginning of the flowering
of our redemption, he did not mean the messianic
redemption; rather, he meant the simple redemption
consisting of Jewish sovereignty in the land. . . . [W]e
understand that there was never any hillul Hashem —
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desecration of God’s name — like the Holocaust nor any
kiddush Hashem — sanctification of God’s name — like
the establishment of the State. There can be no doubt
that praise and thanks should be offered for the
establishment of the State, even if it is not a messianic
redemption, the “revealed end.” Indeed, in 1948 we did
not speak of the Mashi’ah. We prayed for malkhut
Yisra’el and sufficed with sovereignty comparable to
that of the Second Temple period. There is no doubt that
we attained at least that much. During Ezra’s time, very
few people came back to Israel; in our time — thank God,
we have reached five or six million. We have never had
such numbers here! . . .. In any event, we must rejoice
today just as we rejoiced in 1948.
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