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Close Reading Questions for High School Students on
Sefer Shmuel Bet: Perakim Zayin - Yud
by Zvi Grumet

What request does 11T make of x'a1n |m?

Notice that there are two issues in TIT’s desire and ‘i’s initial response. One focuses
on the structure (n'a vs 7nx) and the other focuses on what the nature of God’s
presence amongst 78w mais (Awi' vs 17nnn). In what way are those issues
connected, and in what way are they distinct?

‘n responds to both of the issues raised by 7T in the previous question. Find where ‘n
responds to each in terms of what he wants to do for Ti7. Notice how ‘n plays on the
words in both issues TIT raised.

Read the o carefully!! What reason did ‘n give for denying TiT ‘s request?
By what name does 11T repeatedly refer to ‘i in his response to ‘n?
Compare TIT's comment in 1>-13 to nwn’s comments in 17-27& n-T:7 0MAT.
Contrast 1 109 with v'-r: 7' 722, In what way are they very different?

Look carefully at TiT's response to ‘n’s message to him. What is Ti7’s basic
message?

Some people like to call this 19 “the great love story between 71T and ‘n.” See if you
can explain why.

This 9 describes a series of military victories. Do you think that all these took place
at the beginning of T17’s reign, or do they span an extensive period of time?

Earlier, when 717 was running from 7ixw, he sought refuge in axin (where his
great-grandmother came from). Why is he now going to battle against them and
treating them with extreme severity?

TI7s first two victories end with his taking or using some kind of measuring device.
What do you think the text is trying to convey?

What is TiT’'s goal in his conquests — is it expanding the boundaries of the kingdom or
something else?

What values did 1T establish as central to his reign?

The text describes T1T’s sons (along with y1in' |2 1012 and mysterious 'n'791 'N1d) as
n1n>. What does that mean?

In what way is this 719 connected to the two previous n'j719? In what ways is it
connected to n 719?

What sense does the text want us to get by the time we finish reading this 719?
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We were introduced briefly to nwa'on a few n'jp19 ago. Who was he, and how did he
become lame?

Why is 71T nice to nwaon? See if you can suggest two different answers!

From the descriptions offered in this 719, who is the more significant figure, nwaron
or Xx2'x? Based on what, can you determine who is more significant? Whose name is
more prominent?

Why is nwaron in far-way 127 17 while xar'y is sitting on 71xw’s homestead?

78my 2 1on, from 12T 17 appears in this 719 and again in ™:1'. What do these
situations have in common?

How many things in common can you find between nwa w'x and nwaron?

The expression that nwaron will “eat at my table” appears three times in this 1o.
Which one is different than the other two, and why is it so surprising?

nva'on calls himself a nn 2% in the face of 117. Who, in X 7xmw, called himself a 27>
nn before which king?

Does this 7o take place after the previous ones, or is this the expanded version of
the story in n 719?

Notice that in sending men to comfort the son of the king of Ti7 ,|iny is repeatedly
identified as TiT and not as 1'm. (In the previous {719 he is consistently called 7'nn).

In what way is the story of the son of the king of nax similar to the earlier story of axr
killing "1ax? Could this have affected the reactions of TIT and axi* here?

Do you think that there was a Divine hand involved in the actions of |ny 1'm? See
2.2 pMaT.

Do you think that the point of this 719 is here to highlight something about T, about
axI', about both, or about something else altogether?

What does the reaction of my 17n say about TIT’s international status? Notice how
similar this is to 21>-x> 72!

There are two different battles against nax in this 719. What are the main differences
between them?

What creative military strategy did axi* and his brother 'w'ax devise to deal with a
threat on two fronts?



