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Close Reading Questions for High School Students on
Sefer Shmuel: Perakim Chaf Gimmel - Chaf Dalet
by Zvi Grumet
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1. n'wjp is a town in the foothills of nTin' (see map). What is happening to 7ixw’s
kingdom as he obsesses with killing TI77?
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2. Notice the profound
difference in decision-making
between 7Ixw in the previous o
and TIT in this 9 (see also
>-NtT).
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3. What new role does TIT
take on in this 197 Ironically, that
was supposed to 7Ixw’s job!

4. How can you explain the
loyalty of the people of n7'vj7 to
218w after what 117 did for them?

% 5. Notice that in the battle
e *0YITy - with 7Ixw ,j?muy listens to the
NIy - | people and becomes his downfall.
X~ In 717 ,n7'w? leads his people even
s f though they did not initially want to
oe NIV e go.
vne M AN NDXD )
\ 6. In the previous TIT ,719

\ ) | had 400 followers. How many
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does he have by the time he
leaves n'1yp?

7. T gets a surprise visitor in this p19. What is so ironic about the visit?

8. T finds few allies in his native areas in nTin'. The people in jlyn and q't are
prepared to hand him over to 71xw, even though those are in the heartland of nTint

(near |nan). Why?
9. Throughout this 719, David repeatedly hides in niT¥n. What are they?

10. TiT asks n' four times in this j71o. In what ways are the second two different from the
first two?

11. TIT nearly gets caught at the end of this 719. Who, ironically, saves him?

12. Notice that the essential problems facing 71xw’s kingdom are getting progressively
worse as he chases 117!
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The previous 9 ended with 71w breaking off his pursuit of 717 in order to fight the
o'nw79. Why are we not given any indication of what happened in his battle against
the o'nwvo?

218w hunts down 117 in the area of *1a |'v with an army of 3,000 men. In the context of
this 7190 and in light of the size of TI7’s entourage, is 71xw’s force to be considered a
large one or a small one? (See also a-x:a1, and n:x')

The 190 records two different responses to what T's men encouraged him to do.
What are those two responses? Do you think that they are recorded in the correct
order? Explain!

What does 117 risk by restraining his men in the cave? Why is this so important to
him?

What part of the scene in the cave is difficult to imagine?

Notice that TiT's depiction of what happened in the cave serves two purposes — one
to let 7ixw know that TIT has no bad intentions and the other possibly a hint at rebuke
for what 718w did to the n1n> in an. Who do you think is the audience that TiT is trying
to convince with his words?

What does this encounter tell us about 7ixw? What do you think was its effect on
71xv’s army? What do you was its effect on T1T’'s men?

Compare 23-> 7109 with n'-10:2).

71T resisted the temptation to kill 7ixw when he had the opportunity. In the end, what
did he gain from it?



