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Close Reading Questions for High School Students on
Sefer Shmuel: Perakim Zayin-Chet
by Zvi Grumet

. According to v:10 ywin', the town of oy np was previously called n'2va or 2va nyp

(based on T:n' ywin'). See also 1:* ywin'. How does this name change match with
the opening four n'j7109 of this 719? Was this a Canaanite city or an Israelite one?

What was the long-term impact on the arrival of the jnx in o' np?
How long of a time period does this 19 cover?

This 9 returns 78w to the center of the story and contains the core of his
accomplishments as a leader. What is his primary role?

How did 7xiw try to build a positive cycle (the opposite of the one in n'vsIw 190!)
based on 7xw' 12’s behavior? What impact did 7xinw’s actions have on his own
standing with the people?

Notice that the 719 opens by mentioning the |Inx but almost immediately the jInx
disappears as a focus. What replaces it as the central focus?

Look at the last 109 in this 719. Contrast this to the behavior of "2y and his sons in
the beginning of the 190. In what way does 7xinw create an entirely new model of a
leader in this p19?

7xmw names a place 2ty |ax after the battle with the n'nw'79. What other place in
this 7100 was called “tvin |ax?

Compare ' 7109 in this to n:7. In what ways are they similar? In what way are they
opposite?

How many times in this 719 is the verb vow used to describe 7ximw’s activity? Based
on the context, what do you think the word means? Why do you think that the stories
of "7y and xinw are not included in n'voIY 1907

In what ways were the fates of 7xinw and "7y similar? Is the text trying to emphasize
the failures of these two leaders or a weakness in a model that "xinw was trying to
create?

What verb is used twice in a 7109. What is the text trying to emphasize?

What kind of new leadership model did 7xinw want to establish? In what ways is it
similar to/different from the one requested by the people?

Why did 7xmw get so upset at the people’s request? Make sure to look at 1:1" p"aT.
What was ‘n's reaction to the people’s request?

Notice the roots 71 and voiw. Where are they used together and where are they
used to contrast?
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7. v tells the people the “rules of the king.” Were these rules that 'n told him, or did
he make them up? Compare these rules to the ones in >-1:1" n'1a1. What do you see
as the most important differences between them?

8. By the end of the 19, we see that ‘n indicates to 7xmw that He had granted the
people’s request for a king. What does 7xinw tell the people?



