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Close Reading Questions for High School Students on
Sefer Shmuel Bet: Perakim Tet Vav - Yud Zayin
by Zvi Grumet

1"o 719

1.

What argument did ni'7wax use to get people to join his rebellion? Was ni7wax
correct in his accusation against T17?

DI7wWANR uses an excuse to return to his birthplace, |nan. It is from there that he will
launch his rebellion. Who, earlier, had used the excuse that he wanted to return to his
family for a celebration, which the ruler (mistakenly) understood was an act of
rebellion?! Did 1T understand the connection?

Why did ni7wax base his rebellion in jnan?

Notice that the people ni7wax surrounds himself with are all from nTin' vaw, while
TIT's advisors and close allies come from a very broad range of tribal and national
affiliations! What is the significance of this?

What is 117's first reaction when he hears of ni?wax’s rebellion? What alternative
options does he have? Why does he not choose any of those?

Why do you think that TIT had so many supporters from na, a 'nw"o city?

Look carefully at 1>-n> 7109 and notice how extraordinary a statement this is! Notice
also the similarity to n j109.

Who does 11T send back to n"7win' to be with ni7wax? Why does he send them
back?

Why does 7T send the |Inx and the n1nd back to n'7win'? What earlier involvement
did Tt have with the |nx that ended in disaster? What statement about n*7win is 17
making by insisting that the jinx remain there?

™0 7o

1.

What do we learn about xa'x from his encounter with T17? What do we learn about 117
through his encounter with xarx? Which of those do you think the text is more
interested in conveying? What is surprising about T17’s behavior in this incident?

The text seems to be contrasting two encounters 11T has, one with xa'x and the other
with ¥ |2 'vnw. What do they have in common? In what way are they dramatically
different?

The place called nina appears in three contexts in this 190. First, in T0:a, second, in
this 79, and third, in the next pao. What is the text trying to tell us about this place?

What pattern of behavior by the sons of n'inx is reinforced in this 719? How does TIT
consistently relate to that behavior? What tension is the text trying to share about the
relationship between 71T and his nephews, the sons of n'nx.

How does > xin 'win attempt to build ni?wa’s trust? Does it work?
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6. What does 79n'nx advise ni7wax to do? What is the logic behind his advice? In what
way does remind you of 21>:n7 n'wx11) ]2Ix1)? What does the nnin say about this

(n:n x)?

™ 7o

1. RN 'win is the first double agent in 1"1n. In the previous 7o we saw how he gained
ni?7waN’s confidence. How do we see in this 7o that his efforts paid off?

2. Why do you think that ni?wax preferred 'win’s suggestion to that of 7on'nx? Notice
the difference between why each of them offers their advice!

3. In what way is the story of [main' and yvn'nx similar to that of the two spies that ywine
sent to In'? In what ways are those incidents different?

4. This 9 describes the second time in Ti7’s life that he is on the run from someone
seeking to kill him. In what ways are these two stories of fleeing very different?

5. In the previous 1o we saw that n'1ina was a place of deep opposition to T1I7. What
different side to n'1ina do we see in this 719?

6. win compares TiTand his men to two animals — a lion and a bear. See also 'x 7xinw
17-T2:1,

What happens to 79in'nx at the end of this story? Can you explain why?

wn ]2 2w, along with two other very prominent people, comes to help T17. Notice
how different his approach is from that of his brother, j1an (see ' p19).Remember what
717 did to X7-12:2') jIny)!

9. 7xmy |2 0n, from 12T X%, appeared earlier (T:0). What is the irony in the two places
he appears? How can you explain his seemingly inconsistent behavior?

10. rTy72an 712 feeds TIT and his men. Based on n:xd, why is this so extraordinary?

11. Who is in charge of ni'7wax’s army? What is his family relationship with axi?

12. TIT settles into n'ann. Where is that? (see 2:27 n'wx1a. See also 1D 'K 7RINY)



